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Golden Empire Transit District 

Addendum #2 to Request for Proposals # G072 
“CNG Low Floor Transit Buses” 

 
Golden Empire Transit District is issuing this Addendum to respond to a question raised by parties interested in the Request for 
Proposals named above (the “RFP”). 
 
This Addendum constitutes an integral part of the RFP and shall be read in conjunction with the RFP. Where inconsistent with the 
original RFP, or any pervious Addendum to the RFP, this Addendum shall govern. Unless specifically changed herein, all other 
requirements and provisions of the RFP remain unchanged and can only be modified if in writing by GET. The contract bid price shall 
reflect all addendum changes and each bidder must sign, and submit with their proposal Form 1.1.6.2, Acknowledgement of 
Addenda. 
  
These requests have been reviewed and responded to on GET’s desire to provide the best equipment available to the riding public. It 
is not our intention to eliminate any Vehicle Manufacturer during this process and thus any section that the Vehicle Manufacturer is 
unable to, or unwilling to, comply with should be documented on the 1.1.6.11 Form for Proposed Deviation and submitted with their 
bid. 
 
This Addendum includes a proposal due date extension. 
 
Offeror Communications and Requests shall be extended for all parties to April 18th, 2017. 
 
The revised proposal due date is May 9, 2017 no later than 1:00 PM PST. All communications and request must be submitted by 
April 18, 2017 to allow sufficient time to respond to the requests.  
  
Date this Addendum Issued:  April 10, 2017 
 
Solicitation Coordinator:       Chris James, Maintenance Manager. 
Contact Information:             661-324-9874 
                                               661-869-6393 (FAX) 
                                              Email: cjames@getbus.org 
 
This Addendum modifies the date and time proposals are due.  
 
 
 
 
 
The following clarifications, amendments, additions, deletions, revisions and/or modifications are hereby made part of the RFP # 
G072.  
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Section Title Request or Question GET Response 

126 5.3.6.10 HEATING 
VENTILATION AND 
AIR CONDITIONING 

Mobile Climate Control would like to request an 
approved equal for our electric Rear Mount or 
Rooftop AC depending on bus OEM. Data sheets 
for both units are provided for your review. 

Approved 
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   In reference to the RFP G072 for 40 Foot Low 
Floor Heavy Duty CNG Transit Buses, Voith Turbo 
Inc requtest an approve equal for out 
Transmission the Voith DIWA .6 Automatic 
Transmission. Will the Golden Empire Transit 
accept the above Request? 

Denied 
Please resubmit the request using 
the approved form, as required. 
“The Offeror making the request shall 
be responsible for its proper delivery 
to the Purchasing Agent per 
“Procuring Agency and Purchasing 
Agent” (Section 1.1.1.1) on the form 
provided in “Request for Pre-Offer 
Change or Approved Equal” (Section 
1.1.6.1).” 

50 2.5.2 Parts Manuals In accordance with the APTA Standard Bus 
Procurement Guidelines,  New Flyer would only 
like to provide a Parts cross-reference under the 
following conditions: 
Where the parts ordered by the Golden Empire 
Transit are not received within two working days 
of the agreed upon time/date and a bus procured 
under this Contract is out-of-service due to the 
lack of said ordered parts, then the Contractor 
(New Flyer) shall provide Golden Empire Transit, 
within eight hours of Golden Empire Transit’s 
verbal or written request, the original suppliers' 
and/or manufacturers' parts numbers, company 
names, addresses, telephone numbers and 
contact persons' names for all of the specific 
parts not received by Golden Empire Transit.  
Where the Contractor (New Flyer) fails to honor 
this parts guaranty or parts ordered by Golden 
Empire Transit are not received within 30 (thirty) 
days of the agreed upon delivery date, then the 
Contractor (New Flyer) shall provide to Golden 
Empire Transit, within 7 (seven) days of Golden 
Empire Transit’s verbal or written request, the 
design and manufacturing documentation for 
those parts manufactured by the Contractor 
(New Flyer) and the original suppliers' and/or 
manufacturers' parts numbers, company names, 
addresses, telephone numbers and contact 
persons' names for all of the specific parts not 
received by Golden Empire Transit. Contractor's 
(New Flyer) design and manufacturing 
documentation provided to Golden Empire 
Transit shall be for its sole use in regard to the 
buses procured under this Contract and for no 
other purpose. 

Denied 
 
The original language shall apply. The 
suggested language would place the 
vehicle out of service and 
unnecessarily disrupt the riding 
public for an unspecified amount of 
time. If the manufacturer does not 
have the part in stock, the agency 
can contact another source with the 
adequate information and disrupt 
the service unnecessarily. 

52 2.6 Audit and Inspection 
of Records 

New Flyer requests the addition of the following 
clause at the end of Section #2.6 (Audit and 
Inspection of Records): 
“The Procuring Agency and its representatives 
and agents agree to enter into a confidentiality 
agreement with the Contractor prior to 
commencing an audit or review in order to 
protect and maintain the confidentiality of the 
Contractor’s information.” 

Approved 
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54 2.7.2 Performance Bond In the past, GET has requested a performance 
bond in the amount of 5%.  We would ask GET to 
consider reducing the bond value as it reduces 
the incremental pass-through costs associated 
with the posting of a larger bond. 

Approved 
 
A 5% Performance Bond will be 
acceptable 

60 2.8.11 PROPRIETARY 
RIGHTS / RIGHTS IN 
DATA 

New Flyer requests a revision to this sentence as 
follows: 
“The Procuring Agency reserves a royalty-free, 
non-exclusive and irrevocable license to 
reproduce, publish, or otherwise use, and to 
authorize others to use, the following subject 
data for the purpose of operating, maintaining or 
repairing the vehicles.” 

Approved 

75 4.1.1.3 Body and Chassis 
Structure 

New Flyer requests approval to provide that the 
body shall remain free from water leaks for three 
(3) years or 150,000 miles, as the warranty on 
water leaks would fall under the body structure 
warranty. 

Denied 

75 4.1.1.3 Body and Chassis 
Structure 

New Flyer requests approval to provide that the 
Chassis Structure, Consists of all components that 
are welded together to form the main frame 
(skeleton) and body construction, and are 
warranted against corrosion failure and/or 
fatigue failure sufficient to cause a Class 1 failure 
for a period of 12 (twelve) years or 500,000 miles, 
whichever comes first. 

Acknowledged 

No specific change has been 
suggested, thus the statement has 
been acknowledged 

76 4.1.1.6 Extension of 
Warranty 

New Flyer requests approval that we will 
endeavour to meet the 30 day deadline, 
however, due to warranty repair/retrofit 
complexity (part lead times), we cannot offer 
extension on warranties for the number of days 
the bus was not in revenue service. Because 
there are so many components on a bus, it would 
be punitive and a high cost administratively to 
track and extend warranties on all of these 
components. In addition, suppliers such as 
Cummins, Allison and Thermo King will not 
extend warranties to the Contractor or the 
Procuring Agency. 

Denied 

This is not a normal failure of a 
covered component that is already 
covered by warranty. This section 
states “made necessary by defective 
design, materials or workmanship”. 
By providing a vehicle that is free of 
defective design, material or 
workmanship, the contractor has no 
tracking responsibilities what so ever. 
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77 4.2 Repair Procedures New Flyer will work with the Procuring Agency on 
warranty covered repairs, but the majority of the 
warranty repairs can be performed by the 
Procuring Agencies trained personnel with 
reimbursement by the Contractor. 
In saying this, please be advised that the 
following major component equipment suppliers 
(engine, transmission, HVAC and destination sign 
suppliers) mandate that all warranty repairs be 
performed by an authorized dealer of their 
components (and not the Contractor or the 
Procuring Agency ). If the Procuring Agency elects 
to perform these repairs without the written 
permission of the original equipment 
manufacturer, the remaining warranty coverage 
may be voided. 
  
Contractor currently has excellent working 
relationships with a number of Properties & 
Contractors including the major component 
suppliers within the State of California. 
Contractor will be available to work with the 
Procuring Agency on major equipment repairs to 
ensure service quality expectations are met and 
work is conducted in an acceptable timeframe. 

Acknowledged 
 
No specific change has been 
suggested, thus statement has been 
acknowledged 

77 4.1.5 Fleet Defects New Flyer requests approval to provide fleet 
defect coverage for the 1 year/50,000 miles base 
bus warranty period.  

Fleet defect warranty does not apply to normal 
wear-and-tear items or major components such 
as the engine, transmission and HVAC. Major 
component manufacturers will not recognize 
and/or participate in fleet defect clauses, 
However, if the fleet defect specified percentage 
is reached on a major component, Contractor will 
fully support and shall assist the Procuring 
Agency with obtaining a remedy from the major 
component manufacturer.  If a remedy to a Fleet 
Defect proposed by the manufacturer is not 
acceptable to the Procuring Agency acting 
reasonably, Contractor shall use commercially 
reasonable efforts to work with the major 
component manufacturer to develop an 
alternative remedy that is acceptable to the 
Procuring Agency, acting reasonably. 

Denied 

Some components of the vehicle are 
more seasonal or conditional then 
others, thus the warranties are often 
longer on these components. The 
agency may not identify a fleet 
defect on a component that  
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77 4.2.2 Repairs by 
Contractor 

New Flyer will provide the parts and tools 
required to complete warranty repairs, but when 
possible, we request that the Procuring Agency 
provide shop space to so we can complete the 
repairs.  This allows us to work with the Procuring 
Agency in order to return the bus to revenue 
service as quickly as possible. If shop space is 
unavailable, Contractor will use contractors with 
their own service facilities in the Procuring 
Agencies area to perform the repairs and get the 
buses back into revenue service as soon as 
possible. 

Approved 

78 4.2.3.5 Reimbursement for 
Labor 

New Flyer requests approval to provide that the 
labor hours be determined using Contractor's 
Standard Repair Time Manual (attached). If the 
labor hours for a particular repair are not listed in 
the Manual, the labor hours will be negotiated 
between the Procuring Agencies and Contractor's 
Regional Product Support Manager (RPSM) in 
good faith. Contractor would like to clarfiy that 
the reimbursement shall not include an 
administrative fee as this is a non-recoverable 
expense. 
Contractor requests approval to agree to cover 
reasonable towing costs for the 1 year/50,000 
mile base bus warranty period. Contractor is 
requesting this limitation so we can accurately 
predict the cost impact during the bid process. In 
addition, towing is a non-recoverable expense. 

Denied 

The language is written to allow the 
agency and expected cost per mile 
for budgeting purposes. 

79 4.2.3.6 REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR PARTS 

Contractor agrees to reimburse the Procuring 
Agency for parts at the current published price 
plus taxes and handling for the period specified in 
section 4.1.1.2 Complete Bus. Contractor 
requests that the handling costs are capped at 
$100/claim so we can accurately predict the cost 
impact during the bid process. 

Approved 

79 4.2.3.7 REIMBURSEMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

New Flyer requests approval to reimburse the 
Procuring Agency for warranty labour and parts 
within 60 (sixty) days of receipt of approved 
warranty claim and failed components. 

Denied 

Warranty provisions are 
predetermined in the agreement; 
claims submitted are based on 
warranty provisions and shall be 
reimbursed within 60 days of receipt 
of the warranty claim. 

87 5.1.3.6 FIRE SAFETY New Flyer is please to submit Exhibit #1 - Fire 
Suppression Sensor Diagram for perapproval 

Approved 

92 5.2.5 SERVICE New Flyer requests approval to provide an 
electronic gauge C-COM which precludes the 
requirement of separate mechanical gauges 
incorporating all functions in one gauge. 
Please refer to Exhibit #2 - Engine Switch Box SIB. 

Approved 
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93 5.2.6.2 FLUID LINES, 
FITTINGS AND PIPE 
WORK 

New Flyer requests approval to provide the 
following flexible synthetic rubber lines with 
standard crimped end fittings manufactured by 
Manuli Rubber Industries and Aeroquip. 
Equator 1 (EQ1) / Equator 2 (EQ2) / 2807 PTFE / 
GH100, to accommodate the different ratings as 
required.Please refer to Exhibit #3 - Manuli vs 
Aeroquip. 

Approved 

93 5.2.7 FUEL TANKS New Flyer requests approval to provide a seven 
(7) tank system with a total system capacity of 
23,065 SCF. This is consistent with previous 
Golden Empire transit 40 foot CNG buses.Please 
refer to Exhibit #4 - CNG Rack. 

Approved 

97 5.3.2 STEERING AXLE New Flyer requests approval to provide front 
M.A.N. axles with “Unitized”, non-serviceable, 
maintenance free wheel bearings.   Oil seals are 
not an available option on the front M.A.N. axles 
New Flyer is proposing.  The wheel bearings are 
lubricated for life. There is no need to change the 
grease in the hubs unless a wheel hub is leaking 
and needs new seals. The hubs shall only be re-
greased, when the hub is off the axle and need to 
be disassembled. 
Please refer to the Exhibit 5a - Fornt Axle and 
Suspension and Exhibit 5b - Rear Axle and 
Suspension. 

Approved 

100 5.3.5.1.2 AIR LINES AND 
FITTINGS 

New Flyer requests approval to provide an 
additional colour for air lines;      
Blue     = Suspension.   

Approved 

101 5.3.5.4 AIR RESERVOIRS New Flyer requests approval to provide air tanks 
are located near the ceiling on the interior of the 
bus with drain lines leading to remote drain 
valves. The tanks are not fitted with clean out 
plugs.  New Flyer will supply four (4) drain valves 
conveniently located approximately at the lower 
edge of the vehicle. 

Approved 

103 5.3.6.2.1 TOWING New Flyer requests approval to provide the 
towing to be in accordance with New Flyer’s 
standard towing procedures as per previous 
Golden Empire bus builds 
Please refer to Exhibit #6 - Towing 

Approved 

104 5.3.6.1.4 MATERIALS New Flyer requests approval to provide the 
exterior side panels made from 0.120-inch thick 
fiberglass and pier panels made from 0.08 inch 
aluminum. This is consistent with pervious 
Golden Empire Bus Builds. 

Approved 

106 5.3.6.3.6 SERVICE 
COMPARTMENTS 
AND ACCESS DOORS 

New Flyer provides a polyethylene battery tray 
supported by a stainless steel sub-frame, the 
enclosure is also polyethylene. This design is 
corrosion resistant, light weight and has proven 
to be extremely robust. 
Please note that the batteries are supported by 
structural stainless steel U-channels. Sized to 
provide the correct support for 2 8d batteries or 
4 GP 31 batteries. 
Please refer to Exhibit #7 - Battery System. 

Approved 
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110 5.3.6.3.1
7 

SERVICE AREA 
LIGHTING 

New Flyer requests approval to provide power to 
the service lights through a single multiplex 
output, the lights aren't supplied power from 
individual multiplexing outputs that latch on. 
Please refer toExhibit #8 - Service Light 
Functionality. 

Approved 

109 5.3.6.3.1
1 

EXTERIOR LIGHTING New Flyer requests approval to proivde a coach 
with exterior lights to be a combation of JW 
Speaker  and Dialight type lights. The headlight 
assembly is a JW Speaker product and the 
remaining exterior lights are a combination of 
trucklite and Dialight.  
New Flyer’s proposal is based on providing 
headlights which are a combination of LED for 
low beam and high intensity halogens for the 
high beams.  

Denied 
 
The use of Dialight and JW Speaker 
headlights is approved, but the mix 
of Trucklite and Dialight as exterior 
lamps will need further clarification. 
The agency is looking for 
standardization and consistency. 

109 5.3.6.3.1
3 

DOORWAY LIGHTING New Flyer requests approval to provide a 
Smartrend LED strip light for entrance and exit 
doors. These lights are fully ADA compliant. 

Approved 

110 5.3.6.3.1
7 

SERVICE AREA 
LIGHTING 

New Flyer requests approval to provide four 1.38 
in. LED Smartrend engine compartment lights. 

Approved 

111 5.3.6.4.6 OPERATOR BARRIER New Flyer request approved to provide our 
Secure Diagnostic Station to the rear of the 
driver, which functions as a barrier between the 
drivers and the passengers. 
Please refer to Exhibit #9 - SDS 

Approved  

The use of the SDS box is approved 
and desired by the District, but the 
District doesn’t consider the SDS box 
as a complete driver barrier.  

113 5.3.6.4.5 INTERIOR PANELS New Flyer requests approval to provide ABS 
plastic ceiling material, due to the curved profile 
of our ceiling. This is consistent with previous 
Golden Empire Tranist buses. 

Approved 

116 5.3.6.5.1.
10 

VESTIBULE New Flyer requests approval to provided a 
horizontal curbside luggage rack stanchion the 
extends within 38 in. of the floor. This is inherent 
to the geometry of the Xcelsior design and 
consist with previously Golden Empire Bus builds. 

Approved 

118 5.3.6.6.4 DOOR GLAZING New Flyer requests approval to provide a full 
one-piece design glazing on each panel on front 
door, which provides the driver with an improved 
viewing area.Please refer Exhibit #10 -Front 
Entrance Door. 

Approved 

120 5.3.6.8.3 VISORS New Flyer requests approval to provide a bus 
without a blind or visor will not be installed in the 
driver’s side window as per: 
California Code of Regulations 
Division 12 - Equipment of Vehicles 
Chapter 4. Windshields and Mirrors 
V C Section 26708 Material Obstructing or 
Reducing Driver x2019 s View 
Material Obstructing or Reducing Driver’s View 
26708 

Approved 

123 5.3.6.8.1
1 

WINDSHIELD WIPERS New Flyer would like to clarify that electric wiper 
will sustain damage to motor gears or linkage if 
the wiper arms are manually manipulated. 

Acknowledged 
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127 5.3.6.11.
4 

RADIO 
COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM 

New Flyer requests clarification on whether 
lisencing cost should be included in the radio 
pricing. 

Clarification 
No licensing costs should be included 

127 5.3.6.11.
5 

CAMERA 
SURVEILLANCE 
SYSTEM 

New Flyer requests approval to provide a Safety 
Vision Road Recorder model 7000S DVR.Please 
refer to Exhibit #11 - Safety Vision 7000S. 

Denied. The Safety Vision 7000S is 
not compatible with our current 
Safety Vision System. 

128 5.3.7.1 GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

New Flyer requests approval to provide a jumper 
power cable in the fusebox which links the 
disconnect switch to the main 24V busbar. A 
power cable feeds the starter from main 24V 
busbar.New Flyer provides this configuration to 
minimize the amount of electrical connections 
that would be stacked on the 24V load side of the 
disconnect switch. 

Approved 

128 5.3.7.1 GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

New Flyer requests approval to provide double 
insulation on all wiring except for wiring that's 
within an electrical panel. These panels would be 
the side console, rear panel, fuse box, switch box, 
exit door panels and SDS panel. Listed below is 
why New Flyer doesn't provide double insulation 
for wiring within the electrical panels: 
- Clamps and tie wraps are strategically 
positioned which minimizes harness movement 
and the opportunity for harness chaffing- All 
sharp edges near the haness routing is covered 
with a protective rubber channel eliminating the 
possibility of the wirring insulation getting 
damaged 

Approved 

129 5.3.7.1.1 JUNCTION BOXES New Flyer requests approval to provide electrical 
panels in the interior of the bus which are not 
enclosed in a sealed box. The rear panel, side 
console ,exit door panel and SDS panel are not in 
sealed compartments. As these electrical panels 
are on the interior of the coach and there is not a 
risk of moisture intrusion that would impact the 
functionality of the electrical components.Please 
note that electrical panels located in the engine 
compartment which are exposed to excessive 
moisture are waterproof and are corrosion 
resistant. These electrical panels are the fuse box 
and the switch box. 

Approved 

129 5.3.7.2 BATTERIES New Flyer provides a polyethylene battery tray 
supported by a stainless steel sub-frame, the 
enclosure is also polyethylene. This design is 
corrosion resistant, light weight and has proven 
to be extremely robust. 
Please note that the batteries are supported by 
structural stainless steel U-channels. Sized to 
provide the correct support for 2 8d batteries or 
4 GP 31 batteries.Please provide the customer 
with Battery System SIB 260-001-X which 
provides further information the battery tray. 

Approved 
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129 5.3.7.2 BATTERY  New Flyer requests approval to provide labels on 
each end of the battery cables, the cable 
identifier and cable part number are printed on 
this label. All power cables have black insulation 
along the length of the cable with colored heat 
shrink or a colored overmolded terminal on the 
ends of the cable to identify voltage. Red for 24V, 
blue for 12V and black ground. Please see Exhibit 
#12 for further information. A power cable is 
defined as wiring which is 6 ga. or larger.  

Denied 

The cable coloring assists the 
mechanics in tracing the length of the 
cable for failure and continuity.  
When just the ends are colored 
coded, the mechanics can easily lose 
track of the cables during trouble 
shooting. 

129 5.3.7.2.1 BATTERY CABLES New Flyer requests approval to provide a jumper 
power cable in the fusebox which links the 
disconnect switch to the main 24V busbar. A 
power cable feeds the starter from main 24V 
busbar.New Flyer provides this configuration to 
minimize the amount of electrical connections 
that would be stacked on the 24V load side of the 
disconnect switch. 

Approved 

137 5.5.3.7 AVL EQUIPMENT New Flyer requests approval provide fishwire and 
conduit provisions in leiu of a full system 
installation of the Connexionz system. This will 
allow easy installation of the Connexionz 
AVA/AVL and APC systems post delivery. 

Denied 

Prewiring the bus for a specific 
product makes the installation of the 
components less expensive to the 
agency. Also, prewiring during the 
build is significantly easier as the 
prewire can be done before any 
obstructions are installed. 
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34 & 112 1.1.6.13 & 
5.3.6.4.9 

COMPONENT 
CHECKLIST & FLOOR 
COVERING 

Nova Bus uses Gerflor Tarabus flooring on its 
composite floor on all the flooring surfaces (Vestibule, 
driver's 
compartment, passenger area). This floor covering is 
composed of PVC, fiber-glass, silicon carbide and 
non-woven textile. It has been developed, tested and 
has shown durability to survive heavy traffic, 
it is easy to maintain and provides passengers with a 
safe, non-slip surface, even when wet. 
The Tarabus collection has been developed by Gerflor 
specifically for buses and coaches. It is available in a 
variety of colors to coordinate with your interior 
preferences. The floor covering is glued, fused, bonded 
to the 
composite floor according to the required installation 
methods; thus making the flooring sealed. The edge of 
the 
floor is sealed against infiltration of moisture. The 
edges are also reinforced with a polyester resin seal. 
All seams 
are filled with color matched welding cords that are 
brazed to make the most uniform and sealed surface. 
Please note that in the event of water infiltration, the 
urethane glue is not affected. Moreover the glue 
requires water to mature. 
Despite the fact that Gerflor offers many flooring 
collections, when it comes to safety, Nova Bus 
recommends 
the use of Tarabus NT series for its thickness. Most 
importantly the Tarabus NT series has superior 
resistance 
to abrasion. In addition, it has an excellent static 
coefficient of friction of 0.60, in either dry or wet 
conditions. 
More information can be found on the web site: 
www.gerflortransport.com/transport/tarabus.html 

Nova Bus requests this item to be granted approved 
equal status. 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

123 5.3.6.8.11 WINDSHIELD WIPERS Since Nova Bus offers a large one-piece 
windshield as a standard feature on its vehicle, 
Nova Bus offers a set of 
windshield wipers that are parked at the lower 
horizontal edge of the windshield and move 
outward as far as 
possible to the side of the windshield. 
Consequently, the windshield wipers requires 
only a single control. 
One control, one electric motor for both wipers. 

Approved 
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124 5.3.6.9 Windows Nova Bus' window are provided by Arow 
(Wisconsin). It has shown reliability and durability 
for years. 
We propose laminated glazing with quick 
replacement Arow global framed windows 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status. 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

96 5.3.1.5 DAMPING Nova Bus requests our Sach shock absorbers with 
rubber mounting bushings to be granted 
approved equal status. 
The shock absorbers used on the front and rear 
axles are of the double acting telescopic type 
Damping is sufficient to control bus motion to 
two (2) cycles or less after hitting road 
perturbations. They provide 
a better roll control on our vehicles. 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

101 5.3.5.1.4 AIR SYSTEM DRYER Nova Bus offers 3 options (Bendix, SKF and 
Haldex) for air dryer. All installation requires a 
dual system with the turbo fed air compressor. 
The Bendix AD-9 has an insufficient capacity and 
is physically too large for the available space in 
the engine compartment. The Bendix AD-IP is 
smaller and has better ability. 
Nova Bus requests the Bendix AD-IP model to be 
granted approved equal status. 

Denied 

No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 
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90 5.2.2.1 COOLING SYSTEM Nova Bus vehicles are equipped with a 
proprietary electrically Driven cooling system, 
manufactured by Modine. 
It is compliant in terms of having electrically 
driven fans with programmable reverse operation 
and diagnostics 
with the VBEA multiplexing system. 
The Nova Bus cooling system is installed on the 
roof at the rear of the bus. 

Denied 

No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

128 5.3.7.1 GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

Nova Bus' propose the Delco 50DN oil cooled 
alternator. 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status 

Denied 

89 5.1.4.10 AISLE WIDTH The aisle width between wheelhouse is 35,3 in. 
This reduction in size remains ADA compliant. 
Additionally, t he 
larger front vestibule allows for a gradual turn by 
mobility devices limiting the effects of the smaller 
clearance. 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status. 

Approved 

111 5.3.6.4.4 REAR END Nova Bus’ interior does not use carpet, floor 
covering nor fabric on the wall panels, on the 
ceiling and rear 
bulkhead. 
We are proposing our rear tunnel & bulkhead 
material/finish made of scratch resistant 
thermoplastic and designed 
to minimize trim.Nova Bus requests your 
approval 

Approved/Conditionally 

The material used must match the 
color specified  

129 5.3.7.2 BATTERIES In order to avoid misunderstanding, we wish to 
obtain your confirmation that our swing-out type 
b attery tray is 
considered the same as a pull out / slide type 
tray. 
Nova Bus' battery tray design has evolved from a 
slide-out to a swing-out type. This change 
occurred for two 
main reasons. First, a swing-out tray is easier to 
manipulate. Second, a swing-out tray, in our 
opinion, has less 
chance of binding. The tray is secured in both the 
stored and deployed positions. 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status. 

Approved 
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103 5.3.6.2.4 FLOOR Our request: 
Nova Bus' proposed LFS model comes standard 
with a composite subfloor, except the flooring in 
the driver’s 
area. The composite flooring is made of three 
layers consisting of a foam-filled, honeycomb 
core, encapsulated 
in glass-reinforced, unsaturated polyester or 
epoxy resin. 

The composite subfloor is bonded to the floor 
covering during the floor manufacturing process. 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

114 5.3.6.5.1.
2 

CONSTRUCTION AND 
MATERIALS 

Our request: 
We offer a rear cross molded seats (5 in our 40-
foot model). Last row 
The inserts for these seats have been customized 
for Nova Bus. We will use the same selected 
fabric for these seats, however theses inserts are 
not interchangeable with the other seats. 
Nova Bus requests confirmation of your 
acceptance. 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

34 1.1.6.13 COMPONENT 
CHECKLIST 

Our request: 
Nova Bus is proposing our Volvo multiplex system 
(V-BEA). Nova Bus’ VBEA multiplex system 
provides a single 
point download and real time diagnostic. Our 
VBEA multiplex system has been developed by 
Volvo and is also 
used in cars. The diagnostic is completed via a 
laptop that requires no special software or 
licenses. If the 
multiplex system components require to be 
replaced, the modules automatically re-program 
themselves and 
error codes are stored. 
Nova Bus would like to clarify that the multiplex 
can be programmed via a PC/laptop and some 
parameters can be 
changed by the Agency directly. 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status. 

Approved 
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107 5.3.6.8.1 LOCATION Our request: 
Nova Bus requests approval for 29 inches from 
the top of the bumper to the ground. 
This height meets the Standard Bus Procurement 
Guide requirement (27 +/- 2 inches). 
Nova Bus requests this item to be granted 
approved equal status. 

Approved 

97 - 98 5.3.2 & 
5.3.3 

STEERING AXLE &  
DRIVE AXLE 

Our request: 
Nova Bus is proposing axles with grease-type 
wheel bearings instead of oil type. 
Our supplier only offers grease type. For the 
following reason: 
1. The greased hubs have the benefit to be 
fastened and sealed. There is no daily routine 
inspections to do. Even 
though the oil level can be verified on oiled-type 
front wheel bearings, the oil cap can leak, 
or at worst fall off, and the bearings risks 
contamination by dust or other road dirt. 
2. The greased hub bearings are low 
maintenance. The trapped grease remains clean 
until the wheel hub 
needs to be opened. 
3. The grease has proved its capacity to keep its 
lubricant properties in very hot conditions and, 
thus, insure 
excellent bearing lubrication even in the worst 
summer conditions. 
4. The greased hubs for the rear axle help to 
prevent any contamination from the wheel 
bearings to the axle shaft 
and gears which are oiled lubricated. 
Please note that Nova Bus has been using grease-
type wheel bearings on all vehicles for many 
years and 
under variable type of climate. 
 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

126 5.3.6.10 HEATING 
VENTILATING AND 
AIR CONDITIONING 

We request your approval to offer a Thermo King 
conventional-driven system instead of electric 
driven. 
The Thermo King AMII HVAC system is offered in 
both R134a and R407c refrigerant with the screw 
type or 
piston type compressor. 
Our HVAC system is a roof mounted unit. 
Please provide confirmation of your acceptance 
by providing your prefered option in the 
conventional-driven system 

Denied 
 
No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 
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34 1.1.6.13 COMPONENT 
CHECKLIST 

Nova Bus offers windshield wiper system from 
Doga. We kindly request this item to be granted 
as an approval equal. 
DOGA wiper arms are a heavy duty riveted hinge 
design. They are also not rebuildable. Like the 
wiper motor the 
wiper arms also are durability tested to 3 million 
cycles. 

Denied 

No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

114 5.3.6.5.1.
2 

CONSTRUCTION AND 
MATERIALS 

Nova Bus requests Vision and Aries passenger 
seats to be granted approved equal status. 

They also have a stainless steel frames. 

Denied 

No supporting documentation was 

submitted. 

1.1.2.2 OFFEROR 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 

“Any request for a change to any 
requirement of the Contract 
documents must be fully supported 
with technical data, test results, or 
other pertinent information 
evidencing that the exception will 
result in a condition equal to or 
better than that required by the RFP, 
without substantial increase in cost 
or time requirements.” 

12 1.1.4.3.2 Proposal Evaluation 
Criteria 

Section 5.4 does not exist, we are kindly 
requesting to clarify the section that Golden 
Empire Transit wish to refer. 

Acknowledged 

Our apologizes, MS Word has 
renumbered for us. 

Body Structural and Material 
requirement specified in 5.4 is 
actually in Body 5.3.6 and covers the 
entire section. 
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12 1.1.4.3.2 Proposal Evaluation 
Criteria 

Section 5.4.5 does not exist, we are kindly 
requesting to clarify the section that Golden 
Empire Transit wish to refer. 

Acknowledged 

Our apologizes, MS Word has 
renumbered for us. 

Passenger Capacity specified in 5.4.5 
is actually in Capacity 5.1.3.1 

“The seating capacity shall be for 38 
passengers and shall have an 
additional standee capacity of 15 
passengers. The seating arrangement 
shall be preapproved by the 
procuring agency. A floor plan 
meeting these requirements shall be 
submitted with the bid for approval.” 
 

5 1.1.2.4 Conditions, 
Exceptions, 
Reservations or 

Understandings 

 

The vehicle described requires many changes in 
order for us to be able to submit a fully compliant 
proposal. 
Do you wish that proposers to submit all 
differences during the question period or we can 
still submit deviations? 
with our proposal without being disqualified 
since we can't submit a proposal without 
deviations? 

Response: Clarification 
Any approved equals are no longer 
deviations. If the proposed 
contractor submits a request for 
approved equal and that proposal 
was approved, the deviation no 
longer exists. If the approved equal 
was denied, but the manufacturer 
wishes to submit the proposal with 
the deviation, that proposal may be 
rejected. 
Therefore, the proper procedure 
would be to follow the approved 
equal process described in 1.1.2.2 
OFFEROR COMMUNICATIONS AND 
REQUESTS 

5 1.1.3.2 Technical Proposal 
Requirements 

We request to be allowed to present single 
spaced documents in our response to this RFP. 

Approved 

8 1.1.3.3 Proposal Packaging 

Requirements 

First, would it be possible to provide a USB key 
instead of a CD for package No. 1. 
Second, do you need One (1) original and one (1) 
copy of Package No. 2. or just the original? 
Please confirm. 

First Request  Approved 
Second Question: Clarification 
Please provide one original and one 
copy. 

 


